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Nordic Council adopts resolution for cleaner arctic
shipping fuels

The Nordic Council adopted a proposal urging Nordic governments to push the
International Maritime Organization (IMO) to require use of cleaner maritime
fuels in Arctic waters, aiming to reduce black carbon emissions from ships. The
resolution calls for concrete regulatory proposals by 5 December 2025 ahead
of the IMO's Pollution Prevention and Response Committee (PPR13) meeting
in February 2026. The Clean Arctic Alliance noted that black carbon emissions
from ships burning oil-based fuels have more than doubled in the last decade,
and that switching to distillate or zero-emission fuels could immediately reduce
such emissions.
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Low-sulfur bunker sales decline due to scrubber

installations

Since the implementation of the IMO 2020 sulphur cap in January 2020, the
share of low-sulfur fuel oil (LSFQO) sales in Singapore jumped to 63% of total
bunker fuel sales that year but has been decreasing each year thereafter. The
declining LSFO sales coincide with an increasing uptake of sulphur scrubber
systems on vessels, enabling operators to revert to heavier, higher-sulfur fuel
oils which have reclaimed about 36% of the market share this year. Distillate
fuel oil sales peaked in 2020 at around 9% of total bunker sales and have
since stabilized in the 6-8% range.
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Net-Zero Framework delay shifts focus to EU ETS

and FuelEU

The International Maritime Organization (IMO) decision in October 2025 to
postpone adoption of its Net-Zero Framework (NZF) by one year has



heightened industry concern that regional measures like the EU Emissions
Trading System (ETS) and FuelEU-Maritime may emerge as de facto global
substitutes. The European Commission’s October 2025 guidelines permitting
measured methane (CHa) slip data under FuelEU, where previously only CO2
was reported, underscore the increasing regulatory weight on CH4 and N20O
accounting ahead of the ETS-2026 cycle.
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The day after the delay: Talks continue on shaping
the Net-Zero Framework

The International Maritime Organization (IMO) held its ISWG-GHG 20 working-
group meeting from 20-24 October 2025 in London, continuing negotiations on
the Net-Zero Framework (NZF) despite the earlier decision to postpone its
formal adoption. Delegates discussed contentious issues including the role of
biofuels vs renewable e-fuels, lifecycle emissions (including ILUC), and the
inclusion of wind propulsion in the NZF’s guidelines. Governments also
explored the design of the IMO Net-Zero Fund and reward mechanisms,
emphasizing equity for climate-vulnerable states amid the framework’s
uncertain timeline.
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Shipping calls time on EU climate overreach

The International Maritime Organization (IMO) postponed the adoption of its
Net-Zero Framework (NZF) by one year, and the article argues this raises the
risk of regional schemes like the EU Emissions Trading System (ETS) and
FuelEU-Maritime becoming de facto global standards. The shipping industry
criticized the European Commission’s approach as overreaching, suggesting
many global participants view EU-driven regulations as lacking legitimacy
outside Europe. The piece highlights that this scenario underscores deep
global divides over who regulates maritime decarbonisation and how.
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Contact project@kinsalemaritime.com for any inquiries to Kinsale Maritime.
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