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BWMS: How shipowners can avoid problems during
inspections

Shipowners must ensure that ballast water management system (BWMS)
sensors are calibrated by the manufacturer or an authorized party per the IMO
BWMS Code, with valid calibration certificates or “no calibration needed”
letters presented during Class/Port State Control inspections. Under the U.S.
EPA Vessel General Permit (VGP), annual calibration (or stricter intervals if
required by the manufacturer) is mandatory and may be performed by crew,
third parties, or the manufacturer, with records subject to EPA/USCG
inspection. To avoid inspection issues, shipowners should plan ahead by
checking sensor status, stocking calibration gases, scheduling downtime,
keeping records up to date, and confirming acceptance of third-party
calibration with Class surveyors.
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Global shipping rallies behind IMO Net-Zero
Framework

Leading maritime associations including Danish Shipping, ICS, ECSA, and six
national shipowners’ groups urged global governments to adopt the IMO Net-
Zero Framework during the IMO Marine Environment Protection Committee’s
Extraordinary Session scheduled for October 14-17. They emphasized that
global rules are essential to decarbonize the maritime sector and to avoid a
burdensome “patchwork” of unilateral regulations. The industry also committed
to supporting the implementation of this regulatory package targeting net-zero
GHG emissions by around 2050, with incentives to promote green fuels and
ensure a just transition for maritime workers.
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MMMCZCS: Complying with the IMO Net-Zero
Framework

MMMCZCS(Maersk Mc-Kinney Maller Center for Zero Carbon Shipping)
assesses how compliance under the IMO Net-Zero Framework (IMO NZF),
assumed to be enforced from January 2028, will require ships of 5,000 gross
tonnage or above to report emissions intensity and use Surplus Units or
Remedial Units for deficits. In April 2025, IMO Member States approved the
NZF, and the formal adoption will be considered at MEPC/ES.2 in October. The
compliance cycle entails a pre-reporting period in 2027 (including SEEMP
updates and flag State verification), reporting in 2028, and verification in 2029,
with obligations including registry fees, data submission, and issuance of
Statements of Compliance.
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Danish Shipping: Revenues from EU ETS should pay
for alternative fuels

Danish Shipping argues that funds from the EU’s CO2 Emissions Trading
System, into which Danish companies pay billions, should be allocated toward
scaling up green fuel production in Europe. It forecasts that Danish shipping
firms will contribute about DKK 3.8 billion annually once ETS is fully phased in
by 2026, and urges these revenues to support the maritime green transition.



The organization also calls for alignment between EU climate regulation and
future IMO frameworks to avoid overlapping rules and double charges.
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IAPH expresses support for IMO Net-Zero
Framework

The International Association of Ports and Harbors (IAPH) Managing Director
Patrick Verhoeven voiced strong support for the IMO Net-Zero Framework,
warning at London International Shipping Week that failure to adopt it would
lead to fragmented national and regional measures undermining the maritime
energy transition. He advocated for a global fuel standard and credit trading
scheme to drive emission reductions, and emphasized the importance of a
mechanism to close the cost gap between hydrocarbon fuels and low- or zero-
carbon alternatives. A study commissioned by IAPH estimated that ports in
developing countries will need between USD 55 and 83 billion for adaptation
and decarbonisation, and Verhoeven suggested that the IMO Net-Zero Fund
should help finance these investments.
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Contact project@kinsalemaritime.com for any inquiries to Kinsale Maritime.

2 MarinaChain

Copyright (C) 2025 Kinsale Maritime. All rights reserved.
Our mailing address is:

Want to change how you receive these emails?

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe



