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OSPAR bans scrubber discharges in North-East
Atlantic waters

At an OSPAR meeting on 26 June 2025, environmental ministers from the EU
and 15 European countries agreed to ban open-loop scrubber discharges in
internal waters and ports across the North-East Atlantic by July 2027, and to
prohibit closed-loop scrubber discharges by January 2029. The decision
follows appeals from 20 NGOs urging a ban on toxic wastewater from
scrubbers due to pollutants like heavy metals and PAHs. While most nations
supported extending the ban into full territorial seas, consensus was not
reached, though a review aiming for a decision by 2027 is planned.
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Finland bans ship waste discharges in first for
maritime environmental law

Finland's new maritime environmental law, effective 1 July 2025, prohibits
cargo ships from discharging toilet wastewater, sulphuric wash water, and
scrubber sludge into its coastal waters. The phased ban covers open-loop
scrubber wastewater from July 2025, closed-loop scrubber discharges from
January 2029, and grey water from showers and sinks from 2030, allowing a
grace period for adaptation. Shipping operators must now equip holding tanks
or use port reception facilities to comply, aiming to curb eutrophication and
protect the fragile Baltic Sea ecosystem.
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Hong Kong launches green fuel bunkering incentive
scheme



The Hong Kong Marine Department announced on 30 June 2025 the launch of
a Green Maritime Fuel Bunkering Incentive Scheme offering HKD 500,000 per
pioneer company for each of their first two LNG or green methanol bunkering
operations completed within one year of risk assessment approval, with a
maximum of HKD 2 million per fuel type, disbursed on a first-come, first-served
basis. Companies that completed risk assessments or operations before the
scheme launch are also eligible under the same terms. The scheme aims to
support early movers, level the playing field, and develop Hong Kong into a
high-quality green fuel bunkering hub in line with IMO’s net-zero emissions
goals, with one-stop services from a dedicated Marine Department team.
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IMO MSC 110: Key Outcomes

The IMO Maritime Safety Committee’s 110th session, held from 18 to 27 June
2025, adopted SOLAS amendments to enhance pilot transfer arrangements
with mandatory performance standards effective in January 2028 and 2029.
The session advanced work on the non-mandatory MASS Code for
autonomous ships, with 18 chapters finalized and remaining focus on human
elements and search and rescue capabilities. It also progressed the safety
regulatory framework for alternative fuels and new technologies, agreed draft
amendments to SOLAS, IGF, and IGC codes, and approved interim seafarer
training guidelines and a cybersecurity code.
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Key Measures for Vessels Calling at Ports in Conflict
Zones

Vessels must conduct a security assessment for each port call or passage
through territorial waters and implement necessary onboard protective
measures, including reviewing and exercising contingency plans and notifying
their war insurers or P&l Clubs in advance. Operators are advised to report
their movements to UKMTO, register with MSCIO (and optionally IFC-IOR),
and liaise with coalition forces while maintaining vigilance regarding AlS use,
since interference and GPS jamming may warrant temporary shutdown
following IMO guidelines. Flag administrations like Liberia and Malta have
issued advisories elevating security level to 3 in areas such as the Red Sea,
Arabian Gulf, Strait of Hormuz, and Levantine Sea, urging vessels—especially
those with ties to the US, UK, or Israel—to maintain communications and
consider avoiding volatile regions.
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Contact project@kinsalemaritime.com for any inquiries to Kinsale Maritime.
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