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UK sets target for zero carbon shipping and includes
sector in ETS

On March 25, 2025, the UK's Maritime Minister announced a strategy to
achieve zero greenhouse gas emissions in the shipping sector by 2050, with
interim targets of a 30% reduction by 2030 and 80% by 2040. This plan
includes integrating the shipping industry into the UK's Emissions Trading
Scheme (ETS), requiring operators of larger vessels to pay for their emissions.
The strategy aims fo position the UK as a leader in green energy and stimulate
economic growth in coastal communities through investments in green
technologies and fuels.
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( Read More )

Gard: VLSFO bunker deterioration challenges

The maritime industry's shift to dual-fuel vessels has led to challenges in
managing Very Low Sulfur Fuel Oil (VLSFO), as prolonged storage due to
preference for Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) can cause VLSFO degradation.
The CIMAC 2024 guidelines recommend consuming VLSFO within six months,
a shorter period than the two-year lifespan of High Sulfur Fuel Oil (HSFO). This
situation raises questions about the responsibilities of charterers and owners in
monitoring and maintaining bunker quality.
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Sustainable Shipping: Focus on FAME Biofuels

Fatty Acid Methyl Esters (FAME) are biodiesels produced from renewable
sources like plant oils, animal fats, and waste biomass, emitting carbon dioxide
and water vapor upon combustion. When used as pure fuel (B100), FAME can
achieve net-zero emissions if the carbon released during combustion is offset
by the carbon absorbed during feedstock growth. The 1SO 8217:2024 standard



now includes FAME and synthetic or renewable paraffinic diesel fuels up to
100%, necessitating stakeholders to ensure fuel quality and compatibility with
onboard systems.
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DNV: Understanding the use and specifications of
biofuels

DNV's white paper "Biofuels in Shipping" outlines key considerations for using
Fatty Acid Methyl Esters (FAME) and Hydrotreated Vegetable Oil (HVO) in
maritime operations, emphasizing the need for thorough on-board preparations
and consultations with equipment manufacturers to ensure compatibility with
existing systems. The paper highlights that while both fuels can perform well
technically, their distinct properties may necessitate vessel-specific
modifications, such as replacing certain components or upgrading systems.
Additionally, it underscores the importance of verifying fuel quality and
compliance with existing standards to minimize risks and ensure safe
operation.
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IMO MEPC 83: What's on the agenda?

The 83rd session of the Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC 83)
is scheduled to convene at the International Maritime Organization (IMO)
Headquarters in London from April 7 to 11, 2025, focusing on pivotal maritime
environmental issues. Key topics include strategies for reducing greenhouse
gas emissions from ships, reviewing short-term emission reduction measures,
enhancing energy efficiency, addressing marine plastic litter, and designating
new Emission Control Areas (ECAs) and Particularly Sensitive Sea Areas
(PSSAs). Additionally, discussions will cover ballast water management, air
pollution prevention, amendments to the NOx Technical Code, and proposals
for new regulatory outputs.
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Contact project@kinsalemaritime.com for any inquiries to Kinsale Maritime.
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